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lines must be permanently marked. The 
‘‘MS’’ loadline shall be assigned only to 
those particular vessels that qualify under 
the regulations. 

(2) The ‘‘SW’’ marks need only be assigned 
to Great Lakes vessels loading in salt water 
of the St. Lawrence River west of a straight 
line from Cap de Rosiers to West Point Anti-
costi Island, and west of a line along lon-
gitude 63 degrees west from Anticosti Island 
to the north shore of the St. Lawrence River. 
In such cases these limits shall be indicated 
on the certificate. 

(3) The load line assignment given by this 
certificate necessarily assumes that the na-
ture and stowage of cargo, ballast, etc., are 
such as to secure sufficient stability for the 
vessel. Accordingly, it is the owner’s respon-
sibility to furnish the Master of the vessel 
with stability information and instructions 
when this is necessary to maintenance of 
sufficient stability. 

(On the reverse side of the load line certifi-
cate, or on a separate sheet, attached and 
forming part of the certificate, provision is 
to be made for annual inspection and re-
newal endorsements.) 
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Subpart 46.01—Purpose 

§ 46.01–1 Purpose. 
(a) The purpose of the regulations in 

this part is to set forth uniform min-
imum requirements applicable to pas-
senger vessels required to have subdivi-
sion load lines. These requirements 
deal with the following: 

(1) Load line requirements applicable 
before a passenger vessel will be 
marked with and certificated as to sub-
division load lines. 

(2) Assigning, marking, and recording 
of subdivision load lines. 

(3) Administration of subdivision 
load lines. 

(4) Application of requirements to 
passenger vessels. 

§ 46.01–15 Application of regulations. 
(a) The regulations in this part estab-

lish subdivision load lines required on 
passenger vessels engaged in foreign 
voyages, as well as on passenger vessels 
of 150 gross tons or over engaged in 
coastwise or Great Lakes voyages. 

(b) When engaged in voyages subject 
to this part, no passenger vessel re-
quired to be marked with subdivision 
load lines shall depart from or arrive at 
any port or place under the jurisdiction 
of the United States, nor shall such 
United States vessel operate on the 
high seas nor the Great Lakes, unless 
such vessel has been marked with sub-
division load lines in accordance with 
the regulations in this part, has on 
board a valid certificate certifying to 
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